AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

to utilise it fruitfully. In England we for the
first time adopted universal suffrage, en-
franchising also a large number of women, for
whom a full franchise followed a few years
later. In England also, largely owing to an
active propaganda, there had been in the
years immediately preceding the war a growing
feeling of class consciousness, and there was
now a certain amount of inflammable material
at hand. Voices were heard towards the end
of the war: "Let us bring this war to an end
and get on with the only war that really
matters." The Russian Revolution was hailed
as the dawn of a millennium for mankind by
many, and by others regarded with horror.
We were then, more than at any time in my
recollection, a divided nation. Powerful and
widespread economic evils were also at work